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1. Present

           Ailan Walsh, Frances Freer, Anne Rooke, Julie Drayton, Russell  

          Johnstone, Alan Kett, Andre Muxworthy, Barbara Vercoe, Mal  

          Chapman, Ayesha Wilkinson, Carol Robinson

2. Apologies

           Mark Beer, Anne Woodward, David Hamman

3. Confirmation of the minutes from the previous meeting

4. Result of the water survey

      65% of the plot holders who replied to the survey this spring favoured   

      the current system, ie everyone pays the same amount per plot 

      regardless the size of the plot.  As the result, the town council is going 

      to review the system on the next financial year.

5. Changes to the plot turnover time

Current system has a combination of receiving payment within 40 days of the renewal date and three warnings for persistent offenders before having the plot taken away.

Higher Raleigh has 6 plots up for rent very soon and Bryant’s Field has 14 plots.

6. Pilton Festival on the 17th July 2010.

Mal Chapman, David Hamman and Russell Johnstone agrees help out at the stall on the day. Any spare plants or produce can be left with Barbara Vercoe at 99, Pilton Street either on the Friday or Saturday. The road will be closed at 10am on Saturday. 

A banner has been purchased for £34.00 and Ayesha is going to provide the gazebo, leaflets, seeds. There will be a donation box for seeds, produce and plants and the money will go into the Barnstaple Allotment Association account.

7. Barnstaple and District Horticultural Annual Show

           Has a reply from Mr Nick Oliver, from St John Garden Centre who is    

           pleased that we are interested in having a stall on the show. The 

            association is keen to have a stall to promote allotmenting and     

            growing vegetables and fruits rather than competing. The show will be   

          held at the end of October and Mr Oliver will let us send us more  

          information in  July.

8. Site Issues

           Higher Raleigh

           A meeting was held on the allotment site with PCSO Gareth Woolway      

           on the 25th May regarding the security issues. There was discussion   

           about setting up an allotment watch and different types of security   

           alarm locks to deter thieves.

         Fairview

         2 noticeboards have been erected on the site.

         Sunnybank

         Mal Chapman to discuss needs with Anne Rooke.

9. Any other business

Allotment week on the 9th to 15th August 2010

Francis Freer will be organising a display in the Barnstaple Public Library foyer and has booked the display from 7th till 21st August.

An email from Mark Beer wanting to raise the issue of sheds/chicken housing on allotments. Someone on his site (Bryant’s Field) applied for putting up housing to keep chickens and was told by the Barnstaple Town Council that a planning permission is needed with an application fee of £170.00.However, Ayesha said planning permission is not needed because the allotments are on the agricultural sites. However, Mark thinks Tracey is raising the issue with the Barnstaple Town Councillors. He also did some research on planning requirements which concluded permission for allotment related structures is not required. 

Blight Alert

Mal Chapman said there is a website which let you know in advanced via SMS if blight is ‘forecast’ according to the temperatures, humidity etc. Andre said diluted full cream (1 in 5) can be used to spray on the crop if suffer from blight.

The website is www.blightwatch.co.uk
£53.87 was spent on purchasing the boards and the paints for the noticeboards. 

Date and time of the next meeting

26th July 2010 ( Monday ) at 7:30pm at the Castle Centre on castle Street. ( next to Nick Harvey’s office ) 

