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23rd October 2008 
Dear Tracey

RE: CONTROLLED BURNING ON THE ALLOTMENT SITES IN BARNSTAPLE

Barnstaple Allotment Association would like to request that we be allowed to carry out controlled burning on our allotment sites twice a year.  The build up of green uncompostable waste is becoming a big problem, with people starting to dump their waste on various spots around the allotment sites because they are not allowed a bonfire.

The biggest problem we have though is with the disposal of diseased material.  The problem with blight on the allotments is seriously out of hand, so much so that we are unable to grow potato and tomato crops at all and every year they are wiped out by this disease.  In order to control this problem infected material must be burnt as it is not compostable and should not be sent to land fill.  All the guidelines surrounding blight say that it must be disposed of by burning and as we are not allowed to do this diseased material is being left to rot all around the allotments therefore making the problem much worse.
The proposed controlled burning would only take place twice a year, once in the spring and again in the autumn.  These are the times when there is much clearing to do on the allotments, Barnstaple Allotment Association would supervise these burnings making sure that they were properly controlled, and that no environmentally unfriendly waste would be burnt.  We would also ensure that any fires were properly extinguished before leaving the allotments.  If requested we would also have flyers explaining our intentions delivered to all surrounding households saying when the burning would be taking place thus keeping them properly informed.

The controlled burning would take place in one area only so there would be no individual fires being lit all over the sites.  This would be a communal area where leading up to the burning people could bring their green waste.  We believe that there is a great need for this controlled burning; many other sites across the country use this method to dispose of their waste.  With the climate changing the way that it is at the moment allotment gardening is a big enough struggle without the added problems caused by disease. On a personal level I have a large poly tunnel on my plot but am unable to grow tomatoes at all due to the serious blight situation.  This is the one crop that most people look forward to every year and after putting all that time and effort into growing your plants from seed and nurturing them to them have them all wiped out in a day is very soul destroying.
Barnstaple Allotment Association takes it responsibilities very seriously and can assure you that this procedure would be carried out properly and safely and we hope that you understand the seriousness of the situation enough to grant us permission.

Yours sincerely

Ayesha Wilkinson

Communications Officer

Barnstaple Allotment Association

